Josh Lowey Earns Frontier League Championship Series MVP

Game Three.  It’s the most pivotal game in any playoff series in any sport.  Best-of-five or best-of-seven, the winner of the series usually comes down to what team wins game three.
That’s what was at stake September 19th at T.R. Hughes Ballpark with the River City Rascals and Traverse City Beach Bums tied 1-1 in a best-of-five championship series.  

Starting pitching carried this team in the postseason, recording three complete games, including the nine-inning performance from Josh Lowey in the pivotal game three.  
The final box score shows that Lowey pitched perhaps the best game of his career, allowing two runs on just three hits with 10 strikeouts in a 6-2 win.  The official stats do not come close to telling the story of the gutsiest pitching performance in the history of the Rascals franchise.
Rascals’ starter Josh Lowey had just allowed a go-ahead two-run homerun to the Beach Bums’ Michael Diaz before striking out the final two he faced in the third inning, and after retiring the Bums in order in the fourth, the Rascals offense responded with three runs in the bottom of the frame, giving River City a 3-2 lead.  
The weather would alter the series, and more importantly, the potential pitching rotation for both teams.  

An extended downpour would force game three to be suspended until the following day with essentially the final five innings still to play.  Following those innings, another nine-inning game would be played the same night in what would be a long day of playoff baseball with the championship on the line.
With Josh Lowey having already thrown 63 pitches through his four innings of work the previous night, the questions of who will finish game three were being asked as the rain flooded T.R. Hughes Ballpark.  There were multiple scenarios discussed, none of which included sending Josh Lowey back to the mound.

Sometime before the night ended, one person had his own idea on who should start the fifth inning of a one-run championship game-three the following day.  

Rascals’ manager Steve Brook was in his office discussing options with his coaching staff when Josh Lowey walked in, telling his skipper he wanted the ball…tomorrow.  
63 playoff pitches.  Less than 24 hours to recover.  A one-run game.  This is not normal, not in baseball.  Sore shoulder, mental fatigue…  I want the ball. 
Brook would later go on to say that if it had been anybody else the decision would have been easy.  

Lowey got his wish, with one caveat. Struggle with the first hitter and the bullpen takes over.  
They never got a chance.

Lowey retired every batter he faced the rest of the way.  15 straight, 20 in a row after the Diaz homerun the previous night.

One ground-out, two pop-outs, three line-outs, five fly-outs, and four strikeouts later (including three of the final four batters), Lowey had thrown 53 more pitches. 116 over the two day marathon, and the Rascals found themselves one win away from the championship.  

Later that night in game-four, River City would break open a scoreless game in the eighth with a two-out two-run double from Chris McClendon and hang on for their first Frontier League Championship.  
When the dog pile near the mound finally came tumbling down and a brief moment of sanity spilled over the fans and players as the award ceremony unfolded, there was league Commissioner Bill Lee handing out the hardware on the infield grass.  
As the fans waited for the Championship Series MVP to be awarded, an emotional Lee cut the player introduction short.  What else needed to be said that those who witnessed or tuned in for did not already know?  It was Josh Lowey’s MVP award.  
The award can be shared with the entire pitching staff that carried the Rascals through the season and to the championship.  The moment will be shared by all those who witnessed a young man stare adversity in the face with one fearless start over two days and carry his team on his shoulder to victory.
MVP Josh Lowey.  One start.  Two days.  116 pitches.  20 straight retired.  10 strikeouts.  
It was a pivotal Game Three indeed.
