Padres' one all-star selection is insulting
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Not since Ron Burgundy’s profanity laced sign off has San Diego had so much reason to feel disrespected.

The San Diego Padres landed only one player, the minimum for every team in the league, onto the National League All-Star roster. One. For the team with the best record in the National League (49-33). The Padres have as many all-stars as the Pittsburgh Pirates, the worst team in the NL at 30-52.

Even last year, when San Diego was dreadful in the first half of the season, they received two all-star selections: first baseman Adrian Gonzalez and closer Heath Bell.

The one all-star this year is Gonzalez, certainly deserving of his third invite as a reserve. He’s batting .291 with 16 home runs and 51 RBI. This isn’t even a great year by Gonzalez’s standards, but those numbers are decent enough.

The other first place teams in the NL, the Atlanta Braves and Cincinnati Reds, got a league leading five and three selections, respectively.

Not only is the number of all-stars insulting, but the type of player chosen. The Padres have the best pitching staff in baseball. They lead the majors with a 3.06 earned run average and 12 shutouts. How are there no San Diego pitchers on the all-star team?

The most egregious snub is closer Heath Bell. San Diego has the best bullpen ERA and Bell is the most high-profile reliever. He also leads major leagues with 23 saves and has a superb 1.72 ERA. So, you have the best closer in the best bullpen on the best team in the National League, and he doesn’t get an all-star invite. His numbers are better than two NL West counterparts who were selected. Los Angeles Dodgers closer Jonathan Broxton has 17 saves and a 2.02 ERA while San Francisco Giants closer Brian Wilson has 22 saves and a 2.04 ERA. Both will be making their second all-star game appearances.

The Padres getting shut out of the starting lineup was inevitable. The Padres have good players but few marquee names that would generate interest in the fan voting. But the reserves are selected by the players, and how could they be so misguided? Haven’t these guys seen the Padres firsthand?

Bell made the all-star team last year, so he’s not an unknown. Even though the Padres don’t have household names on their staff, you can’t ignore the numbers.

Other snubs include set-up man Mike Adams (2.25 ERA, 0.95 WHIP), Luke Gregerson (2.23 ERA in a bullpen high 40.1 IP) and starter Mat Latos (9-4, 2.62 ERA).

Fans still have a chance to put Heath Bell in via the Final Vote. Bell is one of five players who will be put through another popularity contest to see who fills the final roster spot. Hopefully Bell will make it, but it should never have had to come to this.

The silver lining may be that San Diego can use this for motivation. Nobody expected them to have the best record in the NL in July, and perhaps this shows it. Even at 49-33, no one respects them. This can foster a powerful “us against the world” mentality that would serve the team well during what is sure to be a pressure packed final three months. 

