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The San Jose Giants and Stockton Ports: A rivalry renewed

When the Stockton Ports became an affiliate of the Oakland A’s in 2005, they became part of a rich tradition. The Ports inherited a legacy of winning, community involvement, and a healthy dislike of all things San Francisco, including the San Jose Giants. The “A+” affiliate of the San Francisco Giants had always provided a geographical adversary, but would now represent a new battleground for those whose allegiance is split by the bay. 

Overnight, the San Jose/Stockton rivalry became one of the fiercest in the California League. Large crowds, hostile exchanges, and thrilling finishes have been the norm whenever the two teams have clashed. 2010 sees the sixth year of enmity unfold.
The last two California League Champions have spilt the first six meetings this season. Stockton won two of three at the Giants’ Municipal Stadium in late April, but the Giants returned the favor a week later at Banner Island Ballpark.

In 2009, The Ports and Giants played each other 34 times, matching up more against each other than any other opponents. San Jose took 24 of the meetings on their way to the League Championship.

In 2008, the two teams split the 22 game season series, but would collide in one of the most memorable playoff series in recent history. 

There has been no bigger meeting between the two rivals than the 2008 North Division Championship Series. San Jose, the defending league champions, had finished the regular season with the best record in the league, a full nine games better than Stockton.  The Ports, hardly impressed, took a 3-1 lead to the bottom of the eighth inning in Game 1, but the Giants rallied for four runs in the inning in a 5-3 victory. Tensions rose prior to Game 2 as San Jose chose to conduct a 30 minute rehearsal of the national anthem during Stockton’s batting practice, a major baseball faux pas. Stockton trailed 6-4 entering the ninth inning, but scored three times in an eventual 7-6 victory to even the series at a game apiece.

With the series shifting to Banner Island Ballpark for Game 3, Stockton gave San Jose a taste of their own medicine. While the Giants took batting practice, an endless loop of the Baha Men’s  “Who let the dogs out” reverberated throughout the stadium, incensing San Jose’s coaches and players. As for the game, the venue might have changed, but the outcome didn’t. The Ports trailed 6-4 in the bottom of the ninth, but scored three runs for a walk-off 7-6 win.  As they exited the field, San Jose was serenaded one more time with “Who let the dogs out”. 

With a truce agreed upon for the rest of the series, batting practice resumed as normal. Game 4 proved to be a pitcher’s duel, with the Giants prevailing 2-1 to set up the decisive Game 5. The Ports would take the drama out of the game early with seven runs in the first two innings on their way to a win, advancing to the California League Championship Series and denying the Giants a chance at back-to-back titles. Stockton would go on to defeat the Lancaster JetHawks for the 11th title in franchise history. 

The 2007 season saw the Ports go 15-11 against the Giants. San Jose held the advantage early in the rivalry’s history, winning the 2006 season series 13-10 and 2005’s 16-13.

Since the 2005 season, the Ports are 62-78 in the regular season against the Giants. 

Both teams have been a home to future superstars for their respective parent clubs. San Jose has produced the likes of Pablo Sandoval, Sergio Romo, Nate Shierholtz, and two-time National League Cy Young award winner Tim Lincecum. Buster Posey and Madison Bumgarner have had a taste of the major leagues and figure prominently into San Francisco’s immediate plans.

The Ports have had a strong pipeline of talent to Oakland since 2005. The Boys of Banner Island that have donned the Green and Gold include Daric Barton, Cliff Pennington, Kurt Suzuki, Trevor Cahill, Brett Anderson, Tyson Ross, 2009 American League Rookie of the Year Andrew Bailey, and Dallas Braden, who became the 19th major leaguer to throw a perfect game on May 9th, 2010. 

With high hopes for both sides, the 20 remaining matchups should be full of drama and spectacle, agony and ecstasy. Let the animosity resume…
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